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e Thailand in the brief window e

General information

Official name Kingdom of Thailand
Capital Bangkok

Area 513,115 km?
Government Constitutional monarchy
Economy Capitalism

Official language Thai

Time zone GMT +7

Currency Thailand Baht - THB
Flag

The flag of Thailand or Trairanga is a tricolour
flag in a rectangle shape consisting of 5 horizontal
stripes. The top and bottom stripes display in red
referring to “nation”. Sandwiched by white stripes

meaning “Buddhism”, the biggest stripe in the center is

blue underlining “monarchy”.
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Emblem

The national emblem of Thailand is the Garuda
with broader wings called “Phra Khrut Pha”. According
to Hindu and Buddhist legend, the Garuda, viewed
as half-human and half-bird beast, exudes a massive
particular strength and is the vehicle of god Vishnu, one
of the supreme gods. Since old days, Phra Khrut Pha is
adopted as the symbol of the king and developed into

the national emblem.

National blossom

Golden shower (Cassia fistula), called Ratchaphruek
or Khun in Thai, is the yellow medium-bunch flower growing
widely in every region because of its durable strength. Used
as a sacred wood in traditional ceremony, it is featured
in the city pillar establishment ceremony
and the house-warming
ceremony with a belief
of bringing honour and
gratitude. Yellow is also
the color of the king'’s
birthday.

Religion

94.6% of Thai people are Buddhist while Islamic
is the second with 4.6% and Christian 0.7% respectively.

19



anuouznoUs:ing

Inefiitufl 513,115 ms1eilawmms Inniiludus
3 lwedanzduaanidesls gusaniauaaulusn us
w6 na 1eun

- o o dl 1 £ c
mawila dwesgaisduiunny tldgananysal &
v v
wlignadnAny 4 aareudtnth 99 e uazinu

manzduaandaanila huannsuge Hiowiuig
AR IURNUAZ AL

manane ifuasisuguudin Judind Aty i wi
Bngzeuaztdn WNnzA LN ERTNIIN

manzduan uaniveaduiuyuen wniziunig
a¥ad@eu Judind1Aty Wy udiiuauazuinaas

maszduaan Huaniolmnawnia ANt uas
eIt RERSVE

aale duansuangfansa Aunssunniansia
funnduuazinunziueensngnalng Husiaiadu e

20




Geography

Thailand is the Southeast Asia’s third-largest
country with the total area 513,115 km’. Similar to an
ancient axe in term of figure, Thailand is divided into

6 regions.

North The mountainous areas and lowlands with fertile

wilderness and 4 arterial rivers; Ping, Wang, Yom and Nan

Northeast Plateaus and ranges of hill in the west

and south.

Central Alluvial plains with 2 arterial rivers; Chao Praya

and Pasak. Agriculture is widely adopted here.

West Range of mountains and hills. The geography is
proper for a dam construction. Kwai and Mae Klong are

the 2 arterial rivers.

East Rich in mountain ranges at the central region,

alluvial and coastal plains.

South Long coastal plains with Andaman Sea along

the west and the Gulf of Thailand along

the east, including small rivers.
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Border

North Myanmar and Laos

West Myanmar and Andaman Sea

East Laos, Cambodia and the Gulf of Thailand

South Andaman Sea, the Gulf of Thailand and Malaysia

Climate

Situated near the equator, Thailand has a tropical
wet type (Af) within 3 seasons: summer (March-May),
rainy (June-October) and winter (November-February).
However, the southern region part remains 2 seasons:

summer and rainy.

Natural Resources

With rich soil and abundant forest resources,
alluvial plain in the central is the most important
Jasmine rice cultivation area, while the north and the
south are the large woodland. In the west, there are
widely major mineral resources: iron, lead, tungsten and
gemstone. There are also energy reserves;
the lignite mine, including the petroleum

and natural gas reserves.
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e Studying Thai e

There are 44 consonant letters, prayanchana in

Thai, with 28 vowel forms, sara, both single and double

sounds. Here is a transcription from Thai symbols into

Romanized symbols, without considering 4 intonation marks.

Consonants

The following sounds are initial consonants.

Only some of them can occur word-finally.

Thai symbol Romanized
symbol

n k

a9 n AN kh

9 ng

q j

R T° ch

q @ o S

1R y

e d

English
equivalent

Ski

king

sing

Juice

chat

song

yoghurt

door
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